Service Learning Project- U.S. Census
One of our GCEP partners, the Los Angeles Urban League, has signed on to partner with the U.S. Census.  The “Count Me In” Census Campaign is here.  The purpose of proposing that Social Studies teachers focus on the census for the service learning project is to increase student education about the census.  Many of our students live in areas that have a low response rate, and having a census-based service learning project will allow our students to take the lead in educating others about the importance of the census. It is critical that our community understand the significance of the census and the consequences that stem from inaccurate counts.  By educating students on the census, you will enable students to inform the community members and ease some of the hesitation people may experience when approached to take part in the census.

United States Census 2010- 

· The U.S. Constitution requires a national census once every 10 years

· Every year, more than $400 billion in federal funds is awarded to states and communities based on census data

· What’s at stake? The State stands to lose $3 to $5 billion in federal funding and a Congressional seat.

· California could lose billions of dollars in federal funding and approximately $3000 a year for each Californian not counted in the 2010 Census. In tough economic times, every dollar counts.
· African-Americans and Latinos are among traditionally hard to count groups.

· Additional information available at www.census.gov 
Service-Learning Project- is a teaching and learning strategy in which students learn and develop through active participation in high quality service that (LAUSD Bulletin BUL-307, Graduation Requirements Grades 9-12. July 28, 2003): 
1. Meets the needs of a community;

2. Integrates into and enhances the rigorous academic curriculum;

3. Is aligned with the state standards;

4. Fosters civic responsibility;

5. Provides structured time for student reflection.

Service-learning builds school ties with the community, while providing meaningful, hands-on opportunities for students to learn. It can be effectively used in any subject/s and at any grade level.
Goals of the Census Service Learning Project-

· Educate students on the U.S. census using the attached teaching guide.  Included in the guide are lesson plans (and the standards that they cover), reproducible student worksheets, and student response guides

· Allow students to take the lead in educating their fellow students, teachers, families and community

· Dispel U.S. census myths (#1 myth= answers are given to government agencies like the IRS and ICE)

· Increase participation (especially of hard to count populations) in the U.S. Census
Examples of Service Learning Options-

1. Create a Public Service Announcement video that serves as a way of educating the public about the U.S. census and its importance
2. Have students create educational U.S. census presentations and allow them to present these presentations to other classes; thus increasing census knowledge

